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Term Dates  
15 Apr END OF TERM ONE 

2 May START OF TERM TWO 

3 Jun TEACHER ONLY DAY 

 

6 Jun QUEENS BIRTHDAY 

13 - 17 Jun Senior Assessment Exams 

7 Jul            Matariki Celebrations 

8 Jul END OF TERM 2 
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The next Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 24th May,  

7:00pm in the High School Board Room 

Dear Parents, 

Term 1 has been a busy and long term with all sorts of whole school events and student achievements. 

Thank you so much to the parents who attended the Senior and Junior Teacher/Parent interviews.  Its good 

to get feedback about how the school is doing and more importantly, how your sons and daughters are devel-

oping.  The feedback from teachers is that classes are doing well.  We have taken on board that our Year 9 

cohort is certainly a large one and, with further growth expected next term, the decision has been made to 

create a fourth Year 9 class.  A separate letter has been sent to Y9 parents outlining our plans in regard to 

this.  We will not be reducing the number of students in the Year 9 BYOD trial class, which is sitting at around 

30, however the other three classes will have around 21 students each.  We think that this will provide really 

good learning and teaching opportunities for those students. 

Staff has also changed a little.  Claire Mahaki, our SENCO and Junior Social Studies teacher, has been un-

well for a large part of Term 1.  Christy Ralphs has picked up several Year 9 Social Studies Classes, Nesrin 

Kennedy has picked up some Junior Mathematics and  Jessica Tibbetts will take a Year 7 Social Studies 

class next term.  Staffing the extra Year 9 class means that there will be a shifting around of some teachers, 

but I feel that these changes will pay huge dividends. 

Often the last week of term becomes fraught.  Students are getting tired, senior students have assessments 

to hand in and there is a genuine craving for the holidays.  I always ask students to be respectful of them-

selves, others, our school and our community.  It is therefore disappointing when I learn during the last cou-

ple of weekends that windows have been broken in and around the school.  We have not been a school that 

has vandalism and this has been so disappointing. 

On a happier note, one of our many wonderful parents, Jane Scarles, swiped her supermarket card some 

time ago, naming our school as part of a Healtheries competition,  and on Monday we were informed that we 

had won $10,000 to spend on sports gear, this to be personally presented by Dan Carter!  I would like to 

thank not only Jane for this, but also the many parents who contribute to our school and to our young people. 

Thank you so much, and have a great holiday. 

Jude Young, Principal 



Manga High Mathematics Competition 

Year 12/13 Viticulture 

Waiheke High School was recently invited to take part in a national 

competition run by Manga High (a games-based maths website) that 

ran over a 12-day period.  This was the first time that we had entered 

this particular competition and we selected all the Junior classes to be 

part of this exciting event. 

The students loved playing the games and 

completing the different activities that were 

available on Manga High.  Many students 

spent a lot of hours completing additional tasks in their own time!  I am pleased 

to report that Waiheke High School finished in 10th place nationally, which is an 

outstanding achievement for a school of our size.  I congratulate all the students 

in Years 7-10 on their dedication and hard work.   

I would also like to commend five students whose participation was exceptional: 

Braeden Bickerton, Bridey Newell, Oliver Worker, Millie Cairns and Felix Mount-

fort.  These students were rewarded with a ‘Certificate of Participation’.  In addi-

tion, Braeden Bickerton received a medal from Manga High for his outstanding 

achievement. 

Sam Yesli, Mathematics Teacher 

 Once again this year the student's and 

teachers of Waiheke High School have 

picked all of Cable Bay's grapes. They were 

joined by owner Loukas Petrou to pick five 

tonnes of Syrah in a record two and a half 

hours. He was so impressed after speaking 

and working with the students he has offered 

to sponsor a Cable Bay Waiheke High 

School Viticulturist of the Year. The Year 

thirteen students have also been using tem-

perature probes in the vineyard and compar-

ing size, seed formation and brix (sugar) 

levels to see the effect temperature has on 

the quality of grapes. Cable Bay are using 

this project and assignment to further en-

hance their crop to produce more world class award winning wines. After eight years of working with Cable Bay 

Vineyards the relationship continues to develop and get stronger. In the winter the students learn how to prune 

the vines at Cable Bay from seasoned Viticulturalist Sam Theed. 

Anton Forde, Viticulture Teacher 

S 
uper Awesome Mega Epic Day/Night 
The Super Awesome Mega Epic Day/Night 

(SAME) is being held for the second time 

at our school. The event, organised by 

youth for youth, aims to promote inclusion and posi-

tivity as well as provide a great alcohol and drug 

free event for those aged 12-24 years these holi-

days. The event is taking place from 2-8pm on Fri-

day the 29th of April and includes a jam packed day 

filled with activities, chill and active, live music by 

local young people, food and an outdoor cinema to 

bring the event to a close. So send your kids with a 

blanket and expect them to come home with a smile.  



From the Careers Office 

Post School Qualifications 
In the last newsletter, the deans explained the different levels of NCEA qualifications available at school. Ideal-
ly, students will complete NCEA Levels 1-3 to maximise their opportunities beyond school. However, education 
is not ‘one size fits all.’ Our learners are all different and there is a diverse range of training options and path-
ways beyond school to suit everyone. Students are strongly advised to continue their training and study beyond 
school to at least Level 4.  

Apprenticeships/Internships 

This is a way of gaining on the job experience whilst learning off of the job. Students can approach an employer 
or an Industry Training Organisation (ITO – see below) to enquire about an apprenticeship. The cost and length 
of the apprenticeship will vary according to the industry. However, training costs are kept to minimum and some 
employers will pay these fees. Those in apprenticeships and internships earn while they learn. Many apprentic-
es work towards a National Certificate (Level 1-4) in their chosen field. 

Industry Training Organisations (ITOs) 

These organisations support students in gaining qualifications on the job. They assist students in finding suita-
ble work placements. Some of the many ITOs include Building and Construction (BCITO), Motor (MITO) and 
ServiceIQ. 

Private Training Establishments (PTEs) 

These training establishments must register with NZQA. They are monitored to ensure that they provide a high 
standard of education. Training with these organisations can cost more money than training with state owned 
providers. However, entry requirements can be more accessible. PTEs cover a wide range of subjects including 
technology, design, flying and tourism. North Shore Helicopter, Techtorium, Youbee, Media Design School and 
Queenstown Resort College are examples. These providers offer a wide range of qualifications from Level 1-7, 
including diplomas and degrees. 

On the job training 

Those heading straight for the workforce are wise to enquire about on the job training opportunities with their 
employer. This kind of training is often paid for by the company and is a great way to upskill whilst earning. 

Certificates Level 1-7 

Certificates help students prepare for either employment or further study and training. They usually take a year 
to complete. National certificates are monitored by NZQA. Certificates are available from: polytechnics, private 
training providers, some universities, schools and wānanga. National certificates can be completed through 
workplace training and apprenticeships or in the defence forces. 

Diplomas Level 4-6 

A diploma normally requires two years of full-time study, although some can be completed part-time. They can 
follow on from a certificate, or can be a standalone qualification. National diplomas are subject to NZQA stand-
ards. These are available from the same providers as certificates. 

Degrees and Diplomas Level 7 

A Bachelor’s degree usually takes at least three years of full-time study or part time over a number of years. 
These are available from: universities, polytechnics, wānanga and private training providers. 

Postgraduate Qualifications Level 8-10 

A Bachelor’s degree with Honours is either a one-year programme after a three-year Bachelor’s degree, or a 
longer four-year Bachelor’s degree that requires a particular level of achievement. Postgraduate diplomas and 
certificates are open to graduates (those who have a Bachelor’s degree), and usually take one year. A Masters’ 
degree is an advanced degree taken by someone who already holds a Bachelor’s degree. It usually takes two 
years full time and involves writing a thesis. A Doctorate or PhD is the highest university degree. It usually in-
volves extensive research, leading to a thesis. Most PhDs take three years of full-time study. 

Polytechnics and Universities 

In the past, polytechnics focused on practical training and universities focused on theoretical study. However, 
these days many polytechnics offer a range of degrees and pathways from certificates and diplomas into uni-
versity degrees. The entry requirements for polytechnics are more accessible than for universities. However, 
some subjects, such as Dentistry and Medicine, can only be studied at university. Some universities, such as 
AUT, offer certificates as standalone qualifications or as preparation for a degree programme. This can help 
students staircase to a degree should they not meet entry requirements in the first instance. 

Useful Resources 
Careers NZ 
www.careers.govt.nz -Provides profiles on jobs and training options in New Zealand. Search ‘Role of the Parent’ for useful 
tips and information.  
Study Link 
www.studylink.govt.nz - Loans and allowances. 

(Continued on next page) 

http://www.careers.govt.nz
http://www.studylink.govt.nz


From the Sports Co-ordinator 

WHS CAREERS EVENING – THURSDAY 30 JUNE 6:00 – 8:15pm 

We invite all students and their parents or caregivers to a Careers Evening at Waiheke High School. You will 
be asked to select three presentations from a range of universities, polytechnics, private training establish-
ments and industry training organisations. 

Come along to hear more about what they offer and have your questions answered. This evening will also be 
useful for junior students and their parents as they will be selecting their option subjects later in the year.  

Tanique Deacon, Careers Adviser 

North Island SS Athletics Champs 

Sam Dalton represented Auckland at the North Island Athletics Champs last 

week in the Junior Boys 200m. Sam came 14th out of 24 runners, he has had 

a great Athletics season, am sure Sam will be training hard over the winter 

season preparing for another successful season next year, Sam will still be in 

the Junior age group next year. 

Louise Emma Dance 

We had some of our students represent the Waiheke Dance academy at the 

Raewyn Burgess Dance competition last weekend, there were some amazing 

results from our Waiheke dancers. 

Jazz Tri, section 1 Kayla Hamilton, Anabelle and Manon placed first, Jazz 12 

year category, Heather Girvan placed first, and very highly commended was Tara Lewis Beolens, in the lyri-

cal section Kayla Hamilton was highly commended in the 15+ category. 

Year 7/8 Rugby 7's 

Matt Jacomb and Dean Henwood have been training our 7's Rugby team to represent the school at the Cen-

tral Zone Champs this week, Good luck team. 

Matt Jacomb's Rugby is are heading over to the Auckland Domain this week to have a pre season game 

against Auckland Grammar school.  This young team have been training three times a week with Mr Jacomb, 

before school all term. Good luck boys. 

Shelly Robson, Sports Co-ordinator 

(Continued from previous page) 
 
NZQA 
www.nzqa.govt.nz - NCEA, ITOs, PTEs and qualifications. 
Occupational Outlook (Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment) 
www.mbie.govt.nz - Labour market information, pay scales and fees for study.just the Job 
www.justthejob.co.nz 
Video clips of different occupations. 
AUT Career Tracks 
www.aut.ac.nz/careertracks - A self-assessment questionnaire which gives students their personality type whilst build-
ing an original music track 
Driver Tools 
www.drivertools.co.nz - Tools for helping learner drivers pass their theory test. 
University Majors 
www.nomajordrama.co.nz - University majors as well as a course finder for universities. 
FutureinTech 
www.futureintech.org.nz - Information about apprenticeships, internships and training providers for careers in Science, 
Maths, Technology and Engineering. 
DreamCatcher 
www.dreamcatcher.school.nz - Career Exploration / Useful Contacts / Self-assessment questionnaires. Students Years 
11-13 have log in details. 
My Career Match 
www.mycareermatch.co.nz - Personality assessment with job matches and CV information (need to purchase). 
The Career Maze: Guiding your children towards a successful future (book) 
Dr Heather Carpenter (NZ) 

During the holidays, the school uniform shop will be open  

between 11:00am and 12:00 noon on Friday 29th April only. 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz
http://www.mbie.govt.nz
http://www.justthejob.co.nz
http://www.aut.ac.nz/careertracks
http://www.drivertools.co.nz
http://www.nomajordrama.co.nz
http://www.futureintech.org.nz
http://www.dreamcatcher.school.nz
http://www.mycareermatch.co.nz


Year 10 completed Term One by holding their Guest Dinner of 

Foods and Flavours from around the World luncheon.  It was attend-

ed by many parents and teachers who paid tribute in their feed back 

to the delectable variety of flavours in the world cuisine presented 

before them.  This was a taster for NCEA level one where the stu-

dents were assessed on their Food Skills and their communication 

skills for Front of House. The students greeted guests in the lan-

guage of the country they chose to study, described the dishes they 

had cooked from their country and shared the portfolios they had 

created on their study of their country.  They had to make sure their 

guests were well attended with waitress skills including offering 

guests their choice of 

an Espresso coffee 

or hot drinks made 

by Level 3 students 

on the Barista ma-

chine.  A great ap-

plause by all attend-

ing and commenda-

tions given to the 

students for their 

efforts by our Principal saw great smiles 

of self pride and satisfaction spread across the students faces.  “That 

says it all”  says teacher Whaea Huhana.  This luncheon was a nice 

ending to Term 1 and next term we take on the Secondary Schools 

Burger Challenge whereby the winners between Levels 9 & 10 will com-

pete against 28 other secondary schools in the Auckland Region for 

some fine prizes sponsored by Auckland City Council.    Gratitude al-

ways going out to our Food Technician who is the backbone to our De-

partment, Whaea Terisa Tutte.   

Huhana Davies, Hospitality Teacher 

From the Deans Office 

In recent weeks I have been dealing with a number of issues in regards to 

cyber-bullying. These incidents occur when students are writing quite 

nasty things to each other over Facebook, particularly using the messen-

ger function. This means that it is not available to be seen on their Face-

book page directly, but it is going on behind the scenes. 

Facebook can be a great tool for interaction, but what I am finding more and more is that students are using 

it as a way to belittle others while hiding behind the screen. I would like to ask parents to be vigilant about 

this. Be aware of what your child may be doing on social media. In many cases, this type of bullying is hap-

pening out of school hours but bleeding over into school time. When I tell parents about some of the lan-

guage used and what their children are writing to each other, they are shocked. As am I.  

At Waiheke High School, we would like to breed a culture of understanding, acceptance and respect. This is 

something that needs to be cultivated both at school and at home. If we work together and educate our stu-

dents about this, Waiheke High School will be that much richer for it.  

Emma Musson, Year 9 & 10 Dean 

Year 10 Hospitality International Guest Luncheon 



Board of Trustee Elections 2016 

Preliminary steps are beginning for the 2016 BoT elections. The parent electoral roll is now availa-

ble for inspection at the school office. Both parents/caregivers of students are eligible to vote in the 

elections. Both should be listed on the roll.  The main roll will close at noon on 4 May 2016. A sup-

plementary roll will be opened for new students /parents on that day and remain open until noon the 

18 May. Nominations and elections will be held over May and June.  

Graham Rook, Returning Officer 



 

Principal:  
Jude Young 

 

Senior Management:  
Tony Sears  

Sue Lee 

Trudie Jamieson 

11 Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale,  

Waiheke Island. 

Phone: 09 371-9000 

Fax: 09 372-5474 

E: enquiries@waihekehigh.school.nz 

Web: www.waihekehigh.school.nz 

Waiheke High School would like to thank the following businesses and  individuals  for Waiheke High School would like to thank the following businesses and  individuals  for Waiheke High School would like to thank the following businesses and  individuals  for 

their ongoing support their ongoing support their ongoing support    

Fullers 

Sealink 

Island Coffee 

The New Hope Shop  

Waiheke Rotary Club 

School Holiday Computer Classes 
For ages 5 – 15 at Ntec Tertiary Group NZ, Federal St, Auckland City.  In Minecraft, Create 3D Games, Cod-
ing, Web Design, Animation, Video Editing, and Building a PC and, if young, the Discovery Computer 
Class.  For further information call 488 0787 or e-mail www.grandtraining.co.nz 

EXPERIENCE A NEW CULTURE, MAKE NEW FRIENDS  AND 

LEARN A NEW LANGUAGE AT HOME 

 In July students from over 25 countries around the world, will be arriving in New Zealand to study at local 
high schools for 3-10 months. Opportunities exist for families to act as a host family, in a volunteer capacity. 
Hosting can be on a temporary, short or long term basis. Host families help provide international students with 
the chance to study and experience life in New Zealand. This is a great way to learn about another country 
and culture, establish a lifelong link to a family in another country and contribute to international goodwill. 
If your family can offer a friendly, supportive and caring home environment, contact us today at: 

www.studentexchange.org.nz/host-a-student 
 

COMEDY ACADEMY IS HERE - Comedy and improvi-

sation classes for young adults & kids! 

DATES - Term 2:  4 May - 7th July  

Learn how to write and perform comedy taken from your own 

real life experiences and imagination. With FUN being the 

name of the game... 

Skills learnt: Confidence building | Stage craft | Spontaneity | 

How to make people laugh! 

Emma Bowyer is a qualified Drama Teacher and a Profession-

al Actor/Director. She has years of experience working with 

children and young adults, within theatre and education as well 

as taking professional productions into schools. She was a 

member of a successful Comedy group in UK and now the 

Waiheke Comedy. Her approach to work is in a fun and en-

gaging way, using real life experiences to find the 'funny' out of 

life. Think "Whose line Is It Anyway" but for kids and young 

adults. 

6-8 year olds | Wednesdays | 3:00pm-3.45pm  

9-11 year olds | Thursdays | 3:00pm-3:45pm  

12-14 year olds | Thursdays | 4:00pm-4.45pm  

15-18 year olds | Wednesdays | 4:00pm-

5:00pm 

$120 per term | Limited spaces available | Artworks Theatre | 

BOOK NOW via: Emma - 0272 973 371 

or emma.comedyacademy@gmail.com 

Waiheke Library 

http://www.grandtraining.co.nz/
http://www.studentexchange.org.nz/host-a-student

