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Term Dates  
9 Dec Junior Prizegiving (10:30am) 

9 Dec Junior Reports emailed 

 

 

9 Dec LAST DAY OF TERM 4 (Half Day) 

31 Jan 

  2017 FIRST DAY OF TERM 1 

The first Board of Trustees Meeting for 2017 is scheduled for Tuesday  28th February, 

7:00pm in the Waiheke High School board room 

Kia Ora, 

It seems like yesterday that we were writing our first newsletter of the year and now it is the last one. 

 

I would first and foremost like to thank the staff of Waiheke High School for another wonderful year at 

Waiheke High School.  Up until the NCEA external examinations Level 1, 2 and 3 were tracking well 

against previous years’ records at the High School. 

 

I would like to thank also the community who continue to support us in a myriad of ways.  Helping with 

Sea Sports, developing our wetlands, providing contextualised learning experiences at restaurants, offer-

ing career tasters and work experience opportunities and working alongside our staff and students in 

learning and teaching opportunities.  Thank you also to those parents who have been part of the many 

audiences both at school and within the community and on the sports fields. 

 

I had put a survey out about the newsletters and what you would like to read about.  We take that on 

board and next year we will aim to profile some of our staff members and continue to set out a monthly 

calendar.   

 

Thank you for the many positive comments around our parenting evenings as well.  We will aim to do an 

NCEA evening early next year.  We totally understand how confusing this must be with not only the 

changes to NCEA Level 3 and University Entrance, but also the new Vocational Pathways Award at Lev-

els 3 and 3. 

 

We have farewelled our Caretaker Jason Hohaia and his family, who have shifted to the north of Auck-

land. 

 

I would like to wish all our community a very Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year and a wonderfully re-

laxing and well earned holiday. 

 

Jude Young, Principal. 



2016 Activities Week 

Activities Week 2016 was a first for Waiheke High School and  
was a huge success that was enjoyed by both staff and students. 
Each year level completed a day of various physical activities that 
were aimed at developing the key competencies of thinking, relat-
ing to others, participating, contributing and managing self and 
was mainly focussed around developing leadership and teamwork. 
A large focus for the PE department was on building relationships 
within year groups and the teachers engaging with students. It was 
a good opportunity for students to work with others in their year 

group who may not necessarily 
be in their classes. 

We are so lucky with the amaz-
ing surroundings we have here 
on Waiheke. You would be 
hard pressed to find a better 
place for education outside of 
the classroom anywhere in the 
country. The PE department 
used this to their full advantage 
and had a beach sports themed 
day at Oneroa beach with the 
Year 10 group and an action packed day with the Year 9 group at Onetangi sports park. 
 
Monday’s activities at the beach included beach volleyball, touch, surf lifesaving and paddleboard-
ing. Tuesday and Wednesday included prom dancing with Bob Upchurch in the morning and a 

team scavenger hunt in the afternoon and Thursday included a 
range of different physical activities for the Year 9’s including 

mountain biking, trail walking, 
frisbee golf, football, tennis 
lessons and touch rugby.  
The week also provided the 

Year 10 students who are the 
future leaders of our school the opportunity to help with the run-
ning of events throughout the week. 
Thank you to all the parents who supported this event. 

Kiera Pennell 

There is a large amount of lost property in the front foyer (mostly un-

named school uniform items).  These will be available for inspection/

collection until Thursday 15th December, at which time they will be  

either donated to the Waiheke Budgeting Service or taken to the New 

Hope Shop for resale. 



Year 10 Activities at the Marae 

Bluelight PCT Challenge Winners! 

A team of four students attended the 2016 Bluelight PCT 

Challenge for Year 7 students at the ASB Showgrounds 

in Greenlane. The team consisted of Emily Cooper-

Davies, Georgia Ivory, Cody Coxhead and Leroy Lewis. 

The team competed against 21 other schools from 

around Auckland in a team race to complete the Police 

Physical Competency Test. This is the test New Zealand 

Police Officers are required to complete every two years. 

The course consisted of 12 tasks including pushing a 

trailer, walking along a raised beam, crawling over and 

under hurdles, dragging a body and climbing through a 

window and over a wire fence. Our students did our 

school proud, they competed well as a team and gave 

their absolute best. Our fast and agile team went on to 

win the Central Auckland division of the competition 

meaning they qualify for the 2017 National finals which 

are held at the Royal NZ Police College in Wellington. 

Kiera Pennell 

This year, during Activities Week, the Year 10 students visited Piritahi Marae for a cultural experi-
ence and to gain NCEA credits. 

They participated in a Pōwhiri and rotated the different workshops from weaving harakeke, to poi, 
tikanga - custom tour, gardening and Waka Ama. Activities were organised by the Piringakau De-
partment with the assistance of our dedicated colleagues from the supporting Departments. It was 
held over two days and was enjoyed by all. 

We would like to thank the Piritahi Marae, the organising team and the supporting staff who made 

the Marae visit magical. “Ma te mahi ngātahi, ka tutuki ngā mahi” 

Te Ao Marama Hau 



Year 10 Trip to Goat Island 

Biology includes the subject of ecology, how living systems 

interact with each other and their environment. So our Year 10 

students studied the marine life at Enclosure Bay, and had the 

chance to compare that with the coastal life on a less-altered 

marine site – Goat Island. The students loved the whole proce-

dure of getting into their wetsuits and snorkel gear – with fre-

quently repeated instructions to go toilet BEFORE getting into 

the wetsuits.  

We found that snorkelling on 

Waiheke’s Enclosure Bay yielded 

little sea life, just one small Eagle 

Ray and swarms of jellyfish. The-

se swarms are characteristic of unbalanced ecological systems and make 

swimming unpleasant or even impossible. We travelled for one and a half 

hours by bus from Auckland’s downtown to the Goat Island reserve where we 

formed two groups. One group snorkelled while the other went to the Auckland 

University Marine research centre for a lecture on marine conservation and then 

we swapped over.   In the water we encountered many varieties of fish includ-

ing some very large snapper but also some other large fish that were banded 

and swam close to the bottom. We saw schools of blue mao mao close to the 

rocks. The water was clearer than at Waiheke and there was lots of kelp grow-

ing that provided cover for the smaller fish. The whole trip was made even bet-

ter when Mrs Curreen shouted us all chips at the Leigh fish shop on the way 

home.   

The cost of the visit to the Marine Centre was kindly covered by Charley  

Waters.  Charley is a Marine Scientist based in the Cook Islands who came and 

spoke to the students at school about his reef restoration project in Aitutaki in the Cook Islands. 

Year 7 Rainbows End Trip 

All the Year 7 and 8 students had the opportunity to explore 
Rainbow's End Adventure Theme Park during activities week. 
Both groups went on different days accompanied by their form 
teachers, parent helpers and their Dean. It was a fun thrilled day 
packed with rides for everyone, from the bumper boats to the 
adrenaline seekers. The students, parents and staff all enjoyed 
the trip and hope this becomes an annual trip for our Intermedi-
ate students. 

We would like to thank all the parent helpers, teachers and the 

Year 7&8 Dean Mr Henwood for taking us on this awesome trip. 

Te Ao Marama Hau. 
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Waiheke High School would like to thank the following businesses and  individuals  for Waiheke High School would like to thank the following businesses and  individuals  for Waiheke High School would like to thank the following businesses and  individuals  for 

their ongoing support their ongoing support their ongoing support    

Fullers 

Sealink 

Island Coffee 

The New Hope Shop  

Waiheke Rotary Club 

Summer has arrived! 

A Message from the Skin Cancer Foundation! 

 
 
Since its inception in 1979, The Skin Cancer Foundation has always recommended using a sunscreen with an 
SPF 15 or higher as one important part of a complete sun protection regimen. Sunscreen alone is not enough, 
however. Read our full list of skin cancer prevention tips. 

 Seek the shade, especially between 10 AM and 4 PM. 

 Do not burn. 

 Avoid tanning and UV tanning booths. 

 Cover up with clothing, including a broad-brimmed hat and UV-blocking sunglasses. 

 Use a broad spectrum (UVA/UVB) sunscreen with an SPF of 15 or higher every day. For extended    
outdoor activity, use a water-resistant, broad spectrum (UVA/UVB) sunscreen with an SPF of 30 or higher. 

 Apply 1 ounce (2 tablespoons) of sunscreen to your entire body 30 minutes before going outside. 

 Reapply every two hours or immediately after swimming or excessive sweating. 

Keep newborns out of the sun. Sunscreens should be used on babies over the age of six months. 

Waiheke Students’ Job Search 

School holidays are not that far away!  

If you have casual or ongoing work for Waiheke students please post it on the Face-

book Page Waiheke Students' Job Search.  

Work could be café or retail jobs, one-off events, child-minding, vineyard work, clean-

ing cars or houses, gardening or weeding, shifting house, dog walking, feeding pets … 

Waiheke students can also post that they are looking for work.  

Join the page to do this or email me at donna.mcintyre@xtra.co.nz and I will post on 

your behalf (with your contact phone number or email address).  


