
Waiheke High School March 

2016 

Term 1 Week 7 Newsletter 

Term Dates  
25-29 Mar 

 (inclusive) EASTER (No School) 

5 Apr Senior Parent/Teacher Interviews 

 

7 Apr Junior Parent/Teacher Interviews 

   (School closes 1:15pm) 

15 Apr END OF TERM ONE 

2 May START OF TERM TWO 
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ELECTIONS 
Step forward 

Piki ake 

The next Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 12th April,  

7:00pm in the High School Board Room 

Tena koutu, 

Term 1 is always  busy and it has been an eventful time.  Final results have finally come in from NZQA: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The results indicate that Waiheke High School has increased its pass rate again for 2015.  The school’s 

goals around academic success and pass rates were to maintain and improve upon 2014 figures and the 

school successfully managed this.   

Another statistic I like to look at is how we rate against other schools of the same decile rating.  Towards the 

end of 2014, Waiheke High School shifted from a decile 6 to a decile 7 High School.  When a school increas-

es its decile ranking this impacts on a smaller operating fund from the Ministry of Education and it means 

that the pass rate becomes higher and therefore harder to achieve at Levels 1, 2 and 3.  This is why I have 

included the comparison to other decile 7 schools in New Zealand and I am pleased to note again that Wai-

heke High School is punching above its weight.  Specific Subject endorsements are up from 2014 and this is 

where a student gains 14 credits in a subject (including 3 internal and external credits) at the Merit and Ex-

cellence level.  However, overall endorsements with 50 credits at the Merit and Excellence level were incon-

sistent.  Excellence endorsements were up in Level 1 and down for Levels 2 and 3, Merit endorsements -

were up for Level 2 but down at Levels 1 and 3.  This is compared to 2014 endorsement levels. 

(Continued on page 2) 

 2013 2014 2015 National  Decile 7  

Level 1 90.1% 92.1% 92.9% 83.7% 87.5% 

Level 2 78.1% 87.3% 91.2% 87.4% 89.9% 

Level 3 76.9% 77.6% 88.2% 81.3% 82.3% 



It is well documented that learning a musical instrument helps develop many areas 
of the brain, enabling the student to do well in all their other subjects as well. 

We have a limited number of positions available through the Itinerant music pro-
gramme, as well we have tutors willing to take on privately paying student who can 
do their tuition throughout the year here at Waiheke High School. 

Tutoring is offered in Violin, Cello, Piano, Drums, Bass Guitar, Guitar, Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet and 
Trombone. As well we run an after school Jazz band which has a few places available for already competent 
musicians. 

If you’re interested in this valuable opportunity, please email me at   duurloor@waihekehigh.school.nz 

Life in the Library is back in full swing and I am pleased to announce that we now have 14 student Librarians 

helping out in the Library. I was overwhelmed with the enthusiasm and interest and am looking forward to 

working with these students to give the Library more of a student voice. Our student librarians will be learning 

to issue and catalogue our collection; working on displays for the Library display board; writing book reviews 

to encourage other students to come in and read some books as well as other tasks as we go.  We will also 

be creating a Library  Blog where students 

can recommend books to purchase, to read  

and  what books are hot at the moment. 

Our student librarians come with a wide 

range of interests and skills. I am very excit-

ed to have their input to help create a space 

the students will want to come to and ex-

pand their knowledge, interests and most 

importantly pick up a book and read. 

Happy reading,  

Pia Mancia, Librarian 

From the Library 

Music Tuition 

I would like to thank Rebecca Rose and her team who did a wonderful job with organising the Beach Sports 

and the Athletics Sports day, one day after the other.  I was sitting beside a new parent on the day of the 

Beach Sports and had a wonderful dialogue around the uniqueness of our Beach Sports and the degree of 

participation and joy that students exhibited,  Yes, both days demonstrated to me the dedication, interest, 

passion and commitment of our students. 

In the next week or so progress reports will be issued and these are a general report that outlines how your 

son/daughter is settling into the new school year.  If there are any concerns please don’t hesitate to contact 

the Form Teacher in the first instance and the Year Level Dean. 

Jude Young, Principal 

(Continued from page 1) 

Biology Trip 

Last Wednesday students from Year 13 and Year 12 Biology visited the 

Liggins Centre at the Medical School.  In the morning the students heard 

about the work the Institute was doing on how the environment in the womb 

can affect obesity and how the body deals with insulin. They had an oppor-

tunity to use lab techniques associated with genetic engineering and to eval-

uate the results. In the afternoon the students listened to three scientists talk 

about their work at the Institute and the progress they were making as well 

as the pathways they followed to get to their present position.  

Chris Curreen, Y12/13 Biology Teacher 

mailto:duurloor@waihekehigh.school.nz


There was a wonderful positive and relaxed atmosphere at 

Oneora beach, with a high participation rate in most 

events especially kayaking and swimming. Behaviour was 

excellent and the prefects were great role models through-

out the day by helping set up equipment early in the morn-

ing as well as encouraging students in their houses during 

the competitions. The day finished off on a high with the 

staff v year 13 tug of war, relays and knee high races and 

staff vs prefects relays. Rangitoto won the day.  

 

There were two records broken this year. Firstly by Isabella Mat-

thes in the 12 year old Discus competition, throwing a distance of 

19m45 and secondly by Jayden Thomson for the 12 year old 

Boys Discus competition (26m57). The standard was very high 

this year, with the highlight being the senior 100m finals. A spe-

cial congratulations to year 9 student Bodhi Stewart-Sergeant 

who excelled in his first year at Waiheke High School by winning 

the 13 year old 100m finals, as well as the 400m and the high 

jump and long jump events 

The results  ended with a dramatic finish. Ponui were winning all 

day, until the afternoon of relays took place. With each relay win 

equating to 50 points, Pakatoa dominated the relay races across 

all age groups and ended up winning athletics day. Sadly Ponui 

were not as successful at the relay races and ended up fourth. 

Beach Sports 2016 

Athletics Day 2016 



NCEA 

The NCEA has been in the news recently. After 10 years of implementation there still seems to be confusion 
on what is needed to achieve an NCEA pass. This article will try and help explain in a nutshell how it works.  

There are three levels of NCEA. Level One, Two and Three. Each has similar components: 

Level One 

Students must earn 80 credits at level One. This is done by sitting internal exams throughout the year in 
each of their classes. Most students will also sit external exams at the end of the year. These exams 
(assessments) are run by The NZQA. Students generally have five classes and are able to earn between 18 
and 25 credits in each class. Each assessment is designated a number of credits each is worth. Students 
must also earn 10 NUMERACY credits as well as 10 LITERACY credits included in the total of 80 credits. 

Level Two 

Students must earn 80 credits as well at Level Two. A cool thing about this is that the students who have 
achieved at Level One start off the year with 20 credits that transfer from Level One. Again, students have 
five classes that they are able to earn 18 to 25 credits by sitting both internal and external exams. One major 
difference here is that students may work towards UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE LITERACY. To achieve UE 
Literacy students must pass 5 credits in reading and 5 credits in writing. These credits can be earned in Eng-
lish but some can be earned across other courses as well. Merit and Excellence marks are very important as 
students must qualify with scores from Level Two to study certain courses at University. 

Level Three 

As with Level Two, students must earn 80 credits to pass Level Three. Again, the successful students have 
20 credits that transfer from Level Two. Students have five classes that offer between 18 and 25 credits both 
internally and externally. UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE LITERACY can also be achieved during this year. Stu-
dents planning on going to university must pass Level Three. A further UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE require-
ment at Level Three is that students must pass at least 14 credits in THREE UNIVERSITY APPROVED 
COURSES. 

 NCEA is a journey that takes three years and there are slight nuances in each year. The Dean’s Office pro-
vides each student and parents with updates throughout the year. More frequent as the year goes on. If you 
or your student has any questions concerning NCEA please contact the Deans Office. 

Lateness to School 

Thank you, thank you, thank you to the 95% of you all who get your kids to school on time. However, we are 
still having too many students arriving late and many times it is the same people. This causes disruptions to 
class, lost class time and students missing out on information aimed at them. Please help us out here. 

Uniform 

If for any reason your child is unable to come to school in their full, correct uniform, you should call us or 
write a note explaining the situation and, for short term infractions, we will issue a uniform pass. Please help 
us out with nail polish issues and shoes/socks. The rule is no nail polish and all black shoes and socks. 
Thank you! 

If you have any questions concerning the Office of the Dean please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

henwoodd@waihekehigh.school.nz   Year 7-8 

mussone@waihekehigh.school.nz      Year 9-10 

godboutb@waihekehigh.school.nz      Year 11-12 

youngj@waihekehigh.school.nz           Year 13 

Bill Godbout,, 

Year 11&12 Dean 

From the Deans’ Office 
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11 Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale,  

Waiheke Island. 

Phone: 09 371-9000 

Fax: 09 372-5474 

E: enquiries@waihekehigh.school.nz 

Web: www.waihekehigh.school.nz 

Waiheke High School would like to thank the following businesses and Waiheke High School would like to thank the following businesses and Waiheke High School would like to thank the following businesses and    

individuals  for their ongoing support individuals  for their ongoing support individuals  for their ongoing support    

Fullers 

Sealink 

Island Coffee 

The New Hope Shop  

Careers Evening. All students Years 10 - 13 and their parents or caregivers are 

invited to a special evening with a range of tertiary providers. This will be an excel-

lent opportunity to learn about career pathways and consider subject choices and 

tertiary study beyond high school. Thursday 30th June, 2016.  

Save the 

Date! 

Waiheke Badminton Club 
The Waiheke Badminton Club has started a practice session on Fridays from 4:15pm to 6:oopm.  This is especially for kids 

and beginners, but all other levels and age groups are also welcome to come along and get involved. 

The cost if $5.00 per afternoon and racquets and shuttlecocks  are provided. 

For more information you can contact: 

Giselle Shaw 

Ph: 021 988 081 

Email: Giselle.mike96@gmail.com 

Christina Hofmann 

Ph: 0210 260 6393 

Email chris_hofmann@icloud.com 

From the Sports Co-ordinator 

Year 7/ 8 Central Zone Swimming Championships. 

Congratulations to our Year 7/8 swim team who represented the school at the Auckland Central Zone 
Swim Champs on the 9th of March.  The team consisted of 8 swimmers.  Cooper Steel, 
our only Year 7 swimmer, came 3rd in his 50m freestyle heat, just missing out on getting 
into the final, and came 6th in his 50m backstroke heat.  We had 3 Year 8 girls racing in 
the 50m freestyle heats.  Maya Compton Bin came 7th, Stella Mares was 5th in her heat 

and Jerry Griffin 6th in hers.  Stella also swam in the 50m backstroke heat where she 
came 4th, just missing out on a place in the final with a quick time of 44 seconds.  Jerry and Maya 

also swam in the 50m breaststroke, both girls swimming strong races.  We had four Year 8 boys 
competing for the school.  Ashe Cummingwood came 5th in his 50m freestyle heat, with a person-

al best time of 37 seconds.  Geraint Vincent came 5th in his freestyle heat and 5th in his breast-
stroke heat.  Kyle Edwards was 5th in his freestyle heat and 7th in his breaststroke heat.  Jayden Thompson 
was our swimmer of the day coming third in his backstroke heat, just missing out on the final.  Jayden then 
went on to win his 50m butterfly heat, taking him through to the final. Jayden swam a very exciting, gutsy 
final, finishing 3rd in a very tough race.  This was an amazing result for Jayden, swimming against young 
boys who are training 2 hours each morning, so well done.  Our Year 8 boys also made the 50m freestyle 
relay final  and went on to came 5th out of 8 schools. 
I would like to congratulate the whole team for a great day of swimming, with some fantastic results. 

College Athletics 

The school would like to say good luck to Sam Dalton and Bohdi Stewart-Seargent who are representing the 

school at the Auckland Eastern Zone Athletics Champs at Mt Smart Stadium this week. 

Jazz Dance 

We would like to congratulate Kayla Hamilton for winning the Auckland Championships for Rest Jazz Dance, 

at Auckland boys Grammar school last Friday. Well Done Kayla, all your hard work and dedication is paying 

off.  

Shelly Robson, Sports Co-ordinator. 


