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Term 2 Week 14 Newsletter 

Term Dates  
27 May  Senior Assessment Week begins 

29 May  TEACHER ONLY DAY  

1 Jun  QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY 

 

2 - 4 Jun Senior Assessment Week cont… 

25 Jun Matariki Celebration 

3 Jul END OF TERM 2 

20 Jul START OF TERM 3 

The next Board of Trustees Meeting for 2015 is scheduled for Tuesday  2nd June 7:00pm in 

the Waiheke High School board room 

Kia ora, 

Welcome to the first of the winter terms.  The weather is certainly changeable and four seasons in one day is 

certainly apparent.  Senior (Years 11-13) examinations begin this week and are interrupted on Friday by a 

teacher only day.  These exams provide a clear picture of how students are achieving at this time of the year.  

Senior students need to be mindful of spending an appropriate amount of time reviewing their work, getting to 

bed at a good hour and eating and exercising well. 

Junior students will not be having examinations because of standardised testing achievement and ongoing per-

formance which are monitored closely throughout the year. 

For members of our community who may not know, each Wednesday morning two levels of the school are dis-

cussed in depth, whether it be Year 7 and 11 one week, or Year 8 and 13 the next, so that all students’ teachers 

are discussing the pastoral and academic needs of all students in a personalised and individualised way.  The 

upcoming teacher only day will focus on teacher inquiry.  This has added another dimension and revitalised our 

current teacher appraisal process.  Like the students, teachers are required to look at their practice and develop, 

then share, strategies that enhance their practice and student engagement. 

As Year 12 and 13 students will be aware, a lot of work has been put into a three day extravaganza of career 

tasters.  I would like to thank all the businesses, on and off the Island, who have provided opportunities for these 

student to go and experience a day shadowing people in the work place.  Thank you so much to health special-

ists, legal experts, mechanics, business people, architects and planning and the many others who are informing 

our students about all the possibilities that are ahead of them when they leave school. 

On Thursday, June 18th, a number of tertiary providers are coming from Auckland to give our students 

knowledge around qualifications that are available from their organisations.  Please feel free to come in and 

listen to them as well. 

New pedagogy (teaching and learning) demands that our learners need to connect with the real world and un-

derstand why the learning they are doing is relevant to the world today and tomorrow.  These careers and ter-

tiary education events give our students an opportunity to continue to define where they may head or aspire to in 

the world of work. 

I would also like to thank those parents who attended a recent parent information evening about enrolment in 

2016 and to the evening that Judy Denny organised through The Parenting Place group, sponspored by the 

Jassy Dean Trust 

Jude Young, Principal 



Sports at Waiheke High for Term 2 

Winter Sports have now kicked off at Waiheke High for Term 2, an-
other busy sporting term for our students and teachers. 

We have four  soccer teams this year.  The U15 girls, sponsored by 
Wai-rd Electrical.  Thanks to Tom Mulvey for his great coaching.  
The girls had their first win in 2 years last week.  We would also like 
to thank James Falconer (parent), who puts so much time and ener-
gy into this team. Our 2nd XI, coached by Dean Henwood. have also 
had a great start to the season with two big wins so far.  The 1st XI 
girls had their first game last Wednesday and came out with a draw.  
This team is coached by Rebecca Rose and Dave Kennedy.   Our 
1st XI boys, sponsored by Dragonfired and Pool & Spa Care Wai-
heke, have had a win and a loss to start their season off.  Thank you 
to Steve  Marshall for coaching these boys. 

Our 1st XI boys have been selected to play in a match later in the term, refereed by FIFA refs who are in train-
ing for the U21 Soccer World Cup.  These boys will be picked up from the ferry by a FIFA bus and will be given 
free gifts from FIFA.  Good luck to these boys! 

The Waiheke High School 4th Grade Boys’ Rugby team, coached by Matt Jacomb, have finally started their 
season. Matt and the boys have been training since March, three times a week.  These boys have started out 
the season well and although they are yet to win a game, the boys have played hard, and showed courage and 
determination.  Coach Matt is very proud of them, but says "if we can get commitment from every player to at-
tend training and games, then we will get positive results for the team and school".   Good luck to Matt and boys 
for a big season ahead. 

Our year 7/8 students have had a busy start to the term with Bob Upchurch taking a Boys 7's team to the Cen-
tral Zone Auckland Champs.  Bob and the boys trained hard weeks before the tournament and even had Marley 
from Auckland Rugby come over and put the boys through a training session.  This all paid off as our young 
talented boys came 3rd over all in the U55kg grade.   Thank you Bob for all your great coaching skills and well 
done boys; the school is very proud.  Rebecca Rose took a year 7/8 Girls’ Soccer team to the Central Zone 
Champs.  The girls had a great day, finishing up in 11th place overall.  Well done girls and thank you Rebecca. 
The Year 7/8 Boys’ Soccer team heads off to the Central Zone Champs later this week.  Good luck boys and 
thank you Neil Johnson, teacher in charge.  

We now have a students’ sport committee which means our student's will have more of a say as to what sports 
Waiheke High School is participating in and what sporting gear is purchased.  This is giving some of our stu-
dents the opportunity to be leaders within the School.  Their first meeting will be held on Monday 8th June. 

On behalf of the school, we would like to wish all our student's the very best of luck with all of their winter sports, 
whether representing the school or the Island’s club teams.  Play hard but play fair!  Thank you to all of the won-
derful teachers and parents who are coaching, managing or helping out with any of our sports teams.  With out 
you all, our students would not get these great sporting opportunities. 

For any further information on any of our sporting teams, please contact Shelley Robson, Sports Co-ordinator at 
email: robsons@waihekehigh.school.nz. 

What is the ANZ Olympic Schools Programme 

We have recently registered with ANZ to join their ‘ANZ Olympic 
School Program’.  As a registered school, we’ll receive a kit of 
Olympic resources and merchandise that will help inspire and 
motivate our students.  

In addition to this, if you, your family members or friends are looking to take a home loan, or increase your cur-
rent home loan over $50k, speak with your local ANZ representative.  If you draw your home loan with ANZ and 
identify our school we will receive 800 credits, equal to $400 spending power at the ANZ Awards Centre to 
spend on items like sporting equipment and computers. We will also receive the option to have a visit from an 
Olympic Ambassador as part of the programme.  You can find out more at anzolympicschools.co.nz or to dis-
cuss an ANZ home loan, speak with the local ANZ Branch. 

Christel Snowden, Branch Manager, ANZ Waiheke  
Contact: 09 252 4926, Mobile: 021 979 786, or Email: christel.snowden@anz.com 

A large amount of lost property has accumulated at the front office.  We have expensive 

school jumpers here and several brand new rain jackets, along with polar fleeces and a 

large number of PE shirts etc.  If your child has lost uniform items, we urge you to come 

and look through our lost property as all unclaimed items will be donated to the New 

Hope Shop during the end of Term Holidays. 

mailto:christel.snowden@anz.com


2015 Rotary Speech Competition 

Judges and audience alike were thrilled with the highly engaging and thought-provoking speeches presented 

by our finalists in the Junior and Senior Speech Competitions this year.  The competitions took place on 

Thursday, 14 May (Juniors) and Friday, 15 May (Seniors).   

The winners were: 

Year Seven:  Frances Ryder 

Year Eight:  Salif Sidibe 

Year Nine:  Jay Seren 

Year Ten and OVERALL Junior Winner:  Georgia McNally 

Year Eleven:  Trelise von Sturmer 

Year Twelve:  Sahara Adams 

Year Thirteen:  Jakob Legge 

OVERALL Senior Winner:  Trelise von Sturmer. 

Huge gratitude to Bob Upchurch and Brent Simpson for jobs well done as Masters of Ceremony, and to Jill 

Christiansen and Emma Musson for overall organisation.  Thank you also to students, staff and parents, who 

supported the participants as they took to the stage.  As always, thank you to Waiheke Island Rotary for con-

tinued support and sponsorship. 

Pānui:  ANZAC 2015 

Tena koutou katoa 

He kōrero mai te tari o Piringakau. 

Te whānau o Piringakau participated in 

the 100th commemoration of ANZAC in 

Ostend. Whaea Huhana opened the 

dawn celebrations with a karanga. Hun-

dreds came out to commemorate the 

morning. Celebrations continued in vari-

ous parts of the island, including the pa-

rade that took place at 11am in Ostend. 

Piringakau whānau demonstrated their 

support in the parade with a karanga by 

Whaea Huhana and Whaea Maikara that 

brought the parade to a halt, where our 

boy's lead by Ted Whatarangi expressed 

their gratitude and respect with a Haka. The Haka Ka eke was one of the 28th Māori battalions infamous Ha-

ka in which they performed with ihi, wehi and wana. Ki ngā tama toa, nā koutou i hāpai i ngā taonga a o tātou 

mātua tupuna, tēnei te mihi maioha kia koutou. Tau kē! The boys then formed a guard of honor for all the 

soldiers. Kāore e mutu ngā mihi kia Whaea Huhana rātou ko Whaea Maikara, Teddy, Jack, Jesse, Joseph, 

Pounamu, Carlos, Noa, no reira tēnā koutou katoa.  

We would like to thank Brendan Demchy for allowing our Kura to participate in the celebrations, tēnā koe. 

Hurinoa kia koutou katoa, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa. 

Whaea Te Ao Hau, HOD Maori 

Financial Assistance for NCEA Exam Fee ($76.70 per candidate) 

Who can apply for financial assistance? 

Financial assistance is available to assist with the payment of entry fees for National Secondary School qualifications.  To be 

eligible to apply you must be the fee payer and meet at least one of the following criteria: 

 Be receiving a Work and Income or Study Link benefit (benefit based application) 

 Have a joint family income that would entitle you to receive a Community Services Card (income based application) 

 Be a fee payer with two or more children who are candidates, irrespective of family income (multiple candidate applica-

tions), where the total fees you would have to pay would otherwise be more than the $200 multiple candidate maximum 

Application forms are available at the school office.  It only takes 2-3 minutes to complete so bring in your Community Ser-

vices card as soon as possible so that we can reduce your fee to only $20.00.   NZQA fees must be paid by 31st August. 



Level 3 Business Studies Benefit From Corporate Guest Speaker 
 
Our most senior Business Studies class recently 
benefitted from a talk and open discussion facilitat-
ed by Hayley Sullivan – the Human Resources Di-
rector of Marsh Ltd – an American insurance corpo-
ration that employs 26,000 people worldwide. 

A Waiheke resident, Hayley generously gave up her 
valuable time to speak to the class on a range of 
topics that they are currently researching as part of 
their NCEA studies, including the existence of the 
glass ceiling for women in the New Zealand work-
place, the adaptation and use of social media in the 
workplace and New Zealand immigration policies 
and their impact on the domestic workplace. 

A thoughtful and thought provoking discussion on all of the issues ensured that the students gained much 
from the experience and those studying the glass ceiling topic benefited greatly from Hayley’s insights as the 
first female director of a company that has been operating in New Zealand since 1958. 

Business Studies students at NCEA Level 1, 2 and 3 all need to study real life businesses as part of their 
studies so we are always looking for opportunities to help bring the subject to life through guest speakers or 
site visits. At Level 1 students study small businesses and entrepreneurs who employ fewer than 20 employ-
ees, at Level 2 they require access to medium to large businesses with a regional or national presence and 
at Level 3 the focus is businesses that operate internationally. 

If you feel you might be able to contribute towards the education of our business students in any way, please 
do not hesitate to contact me to discuss things further. Confidentiality of disclosed information can be guar-
anteed and previous contributors have used their experiences with our students as evidence of a commit-
ment towards their company’s corporate social responsibility policy. 

Please contact Jennie England, Teacher in Charge of Business Studies at email:  
englandj@waihekehigh.school.nz or phone: 3719000 ext 312 (voicemail only) if you would like to be involved 
with Business Studies at the Waiheke High School. 

Massey University Spanish Lecturers Visit Waiheke High School 
 During Week 3, students of Spanish at Waiheke High School ranging 
from Year 9 to NCEA Level 3 were privileged to welcome José Díaz-
Rodriguez and Raquel Direnzo, Spanish lecturers from Massey Uni-
versity, for two workshop sessions.  Both sessions were very success-
ful and were enjoyed immensely by students.  It was also wonderful 
for the students to have some exposure to native speakers.  The 
workshop activities were inter-active and focused on Spanish pronun-
ciation and Hispanic culture.  José and Raquel also presented infor-
mation about languages degrees at Massey University.  
Cath Attwood, Teacher of Spanish 

Attendance Matters  

Student absences  have had a fairly significant impact on school attendance over the last few weeks. A  gastro 
invasion and the onset of winter colds have taken their toll.  At the moment we generally have around 20-30 
children away on any given day.  Most are ill or have doctor/dentists appointments. A few are doing other 
things not associated with school (unjustified absences) and some provide no reason, just that they won’t be 
attending. The latter are noted as truant - absent without reason.  Also on a daily basis we have around 10-15 
children arrive late to school. Many are late for assembly – most by all accounts deliberately so. Some arrive 
into period one. They are frequently the same students and despite being continually spoken to by their Deans 
and myself, and (with the frequent fliers) letters to parents on the issue, they continue to roll in at will.  Nearly 
all provide no excuse other than they have simply slept in.  If most left home ten minutes earlier this (serious) 
issue would go away.  Overall school attendance is currently sitting around 85% which is disappointingly low. 
We would like to raise this to 90%, a very achievable target, but it will require parental buy-in. Please contact 
me on 027 487 0297 or email rookg@waihekehigh.school.nz if you wish to discuss your child’s attendance or 
call the absent line 371 9000 (press 1) if they are to be absent for the day.  

Graham Rook,  Attendance Officer 

mailto:englandj@waihekehigh.school.nz
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From the Deans’ Office 

“Shout-Outs” from around the School: 

 Science Club:- The Science Department has started the much anticipated Science club which meets every 
Wednesday at lunch time! 

 Art Department-Exceptional Work:- Mika O'Brien and Molly Ormsby in Year 13, Kalia Andrews, Savannah 
Syred and Reuben Shortland in Year 12, Georgina Halstead in Year 11, Betty Han, Georgina McNally and 
Molly Kinney in Year 10 

 Class Captain:- Presley Cox has been an outstanding class captain for 9E - praised by relief teachers and 
actively involved in form times. 

 Level One English:- Tommy Beale, Amara Sidibe and Jessie Chiplin for hard work and ongoing effort in 
English 

 Seasports:- Tamaara Nicholson and Izaak Kahl have been selected  to participate on a 10 day Spirit of New 
Zealand voyage coming up in June/July. 

 Open Evening:- Thanks to the following students for their leadership roles on Open Evening last week: Ta-
maara Nicholson, Jamie Dierick, Tahnee Hadfield, Lochie Barnett, Eva Allinson, Izaak Kahl, Lauren Wil-
liams, Kieran Russell, Summer Lane, Mata Roche, Bianca Beachamp, Ian Wood and Aurora Ansin. 

 VOC 1:- Katherine Goulder, Jesse Wineera for doing a great job! 

 Maori Performing Arts:- Mowai Hennebry, Juliet Saul and Dana Graf for continuous outstanding drive and 
commitment to MPA 

 Building and Construction:- Senior students who deserve a mention are Raymond Kano, Blake Griffiths, 
Sam Marshall,Anton Batton Smith, Yusuf Byrd, Shaela Davies, Nelson Bradley, Tommy Beale, Amara 
Sidibe, Jonas Bossen, Hayden Puddy, and Casey Payen. 

 

NCEA in a Nutshell 

NCEA (National Certificate of Educational Achievement) has been in the news recently. Ten years after the 
system’s implementation there still seems to be confusion about what is required from students to achieve their 
NCEA qualifications.  This article will try and help explain how it works.  There are three levels of NCEA. Level 
One, Two and Three.  Each has similar components. 

Level One 

Students must earn 80 credits at Level One.  This is done by sitting internal exams throughout the year in 
each of their subjects. Most students will also sit external exams at the end of the year. These exams 
(assessments) are run by NZQA. (New Zealand Qualifications Authority).  Students generally take five sub-
jects and are able to earn between 18 and 25 credits in each subject.  Each assessment is designated a set 
number of credits.  Students must also earn 10 NUMERACY credits as well as 10 LITERACY credits includ-
ed in the total of 80 credits.   Literacy and numeracy credits are embedded in Maths and English assess-
ments respectively, but they are also available within various other subjects as well.   

Level Two 

Students must earn 80 credits as well at Level Two.  A cool thing about this is that the students who have 
achieved at Level One start off the year with 20 credits that transfer from Level One. Again, students have 
five subjects that they are able to earn 18 to 25 credits in each by sitting both internal and external exams.  
One major difference here is that students may work towards UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE LITERACY. To 
achieve UE Literacy students must pass 5 credits in reading and 5 credits in writing. These credits can be 
earned in English but some can be earned across other courses as well.  Merit and Excellence marks are 
very important as students must qualify with scores from Level Two to study certain courses at University. 

Level Three 

As with Level Two, students must earn 80 credits to pass Level Three.  Again, the successful students have 
20 credits that transfer from Level Two. Students will take five subjects that offer between 18 and 25 credits 
each,  both internally and externally. UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE LITERACY can also be achieved during this 
year. Students planning on going to university must pass Level Three.  A further UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE 
requirement at Level Three is that students must pass at least 14 credits in THREE UNIVERSITY AP-
PROVED COURSES.  

NCEA is a journey that takes three years and there are slight nuances in each year. The Dean’s Office pro-
vides each student and parents with updates throughout the year, more frequently as the year goes on. If you 
or your student has any questions concerning NCEA please contact the Deans Office. 
 

Lateness to School 
Thank you, thank you, thank you to the 95% of you all who get your kids to school on time. We are still having 
too many students arriving late and many times it is the same people. This causes disruptions to class, lost  
class time and students missing out on information aimed at them. Please help us out here. 



HPV Vaccine 
The year 8 girls have been given some information at school this week about 

the Human Papillomavirus(HPV) Vaccine. Each student has been given an 

information leaflet to take home so that families have the opportunity to find 

out more about this vaccine. The Public Health Nurse will be at school on 

Tuesday 26th May to give the first of the 3 injections. If you would like to take 

up this opportunity, please return the signed consent form to the school office  

Girls and young women are being offered free immunisation at school to help 

protect them against infection from four types of HPV that lead to most cervi-

cal cancers and genital warts.  For this vaccine to be most effective, girls 

should be immunised before they are likely to be exposed to HPV, which 

means before they start having any sexual contact. More than 100 countries 

have now licensed Gardasil®(HPV Vaccine) and an estimated 17 million 

young women around the world (54 million doses) have been immunised with 

it.  

Continued from page 5…… 
 
Uniform 
During this time of the year we see a high increase of 
uniform infractions due to wet weather. We understand 
this. Please help us out with a note explaining the prob-
lem and we will issue a uniform pass.  Remember the 
rule is no nail polish and all black shoes and socks. 
Thank you for keeping an eye on this for us. 
If you have any questions concerning the Office of the 
Dean please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Year 7-8 upchurchb@waihekehigh.school.nz  
Year 9-10 mussone@waihekehigh.school.nz   
Year 11-12 godboutb@waihekehigh.school.nz   
Year 13 youngj@waihekehigh.school.nz   
 
Bill Godbout, Dean for Years 11 and 12  

Steinlarger 2 Sailing Trip 

Twenty six Year 12 & 13 Sea Sports students, two teachers, and three crew headed off last week on a four day 

expedition aboard Sir Peter Blake's famous racing maxi-yacht "Steinlager 2". This is their account... 

“On our sailing trip we had heaps of fun and 

it was good. Our Captain was a surfer (he 

was cool). Ms Ralphs surfed the boat down a 

wave in the dark. The sleeping arrange-

ments on board were very close. We learnt 

how to split apples with our bare hands. 

Only one student, who shall remain name-

less, was sick. Burgess Island (Mokohinau’s) 

had an epic view. We went to some cool hot 

pools in the bush. Some students slipped a lot on the muddy trail (to the hot pools). There 

were some awesome manu’s off the boat (and at the hot pools too). We toasted marshmal-

lows over a fire. It was actually a sailing trip. The sailing was epic too. Steering the boat was cool. The boat was red 

and fast. Wind conditions were perfect. We saw dolphins. Fabio scared the dolphins away (not deliberately). Ms Ralphs 

saw dolphins at night, but didn’t tell anyone else. We collected fresh mussels. Naima ate the most.  We made rafts. The 

food was good (especially when Malin made the crew give us the cake they were hoarding). It was worth the money.” 

mailto:upchurchb@waihekehigh.school.nz
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Waiheke High School would like to thank the following businesses and Waiheke High School would like to thank the following businesses and Waiheke High School would like to thank the following businesses and    

individuals  for their ongoing support :individuals  for their ongoing support :individuals  for their ongoing support :   

Fullers 

Sealink 

Island Coffee 

The New Hope Shop  

Auckland City Council 

 

BURGERS ON!! 

Auckland City Council have created a 'BURGER BATTLE' competi-

tion for 2015.  Waiheke High School will be competing against 28 

other schools.  So far, Year 9 & 10 and a few Level One students 

are involved - around 50 students.  We will have our WHS competi-

tion day on Thursday, May 28th.  We have community judges and 

from this two students will be chosen to go to Manukau Technical 

Institute on Wednesday - July 2nd to make their Burger and pre-

sent for Judges there.  Finals will be in July.  There are great Indi-

vidual prizes and benefits for the school as well. 

All must produce a burger focussed on sustainable principles - 

meaning a minimum of 5 local products -  SO if you have any local 

food products that we could promote through this competition 

please email davish@waihekehigh.school.nz 

Or if you know of a Winning Burger Recipe or combined scrump-

tious flavours for Burgers - come and inspire our students!!    Lets 

win this THE WAIHEKE WAY! 


