
Waiheke High School Board Election 2022

Debbie Yardley
Kia ora, the community and connections of Waiheke High School extend far beyond the boundaries of the building 
and I am quietly, but firmly committed to supporting this school, and our young people, our rangatahi, to thrive in 
every way. 

I feel incredibly fortunate to call this motu home and to raise our family here. My children have attended pre-school, 
primary and high school on the island. I value highly that their learning and growing has been in a school community 
that offers opportunities for not only academic success, but cultural and sporting achievements, and that they 
have been supported to pursue their goals, build strong relationships and develop a deep sense of community. 
These things last a lifetime. 

I'm grateful to the staff of the school and the governance that it has enjoyed so far for creating this environment in 
which people can flourish. In addition, I see change in the direction, new buildings to enhance the learning 
experience and fresh thinking which all contribute to taking the school to new levels of achievement. 

What can I bring to the Board? I have governance skills acquired through a corporate career, for the last many years 
in healthcare, and am currently a Trustee for the Waiheke Health Trust. I have strategic planning, people and 
communications skills to contribute and, importantly, will work hard to listen to our community and all those 
involved in the school's success to deliver on the strategic plan and values. 

Rebecca Daly-Peoples
Tēnā koutou and warmest greetings, Waiheke High School Community.

For those who don’t know me, I have been a permanent Waiheke resident for 15.5 years (lucky me), a parent for 
nearly 17 years, and a Child and Adolescent Psychologist for over 20 years. 

Like all of us, I care deeply about this amazing island and community, and feel strongly that our young people 
deserve the best opportunities for academic, social and emotional success in their lives. I believe families of 
teenagers should have the choice of excellent education on the island, without lengthy and expensive commutes, 
potential disconnection from childhood friendships, or moving off the island altogether.

We have a wealth of innovative talent on this island - successful business people, sports people, artists, scholars 
and leaders - and unique opportunities to connect with and draw from the wisdom, diversity and experience of 
community members. 

As parents, we want our children’s education to equip them for the future. To this end, they need access to a broad 
range of subjects, learning environments and opportunities. Through connections to island industry there is 
potential for links to trades, viticulture, agriculture, hospitality, marine and nature ecology and so much more.

We also want our children to be socially and emotionally safe. I became a Psychologist because of my passion for 
improving the health and lives of young people. In my current practice, I work with teenage clients across the wider 
Auckland region, gaining constant insight into the school experience from their perspective.

In this capacity I am often advocating for students with mental health challenges, social difficulties, 
(incl. experiences of bullying), neuro-diversity challenges (e.g. ADHD, Aspergers) and learning difficulties. This 
includes ongoing communications with senior staff and school guidance staff to set up and maintain support 
systems for students to ensure good emotional and academic outcomes. An area of focus for me would be 
enhancing Learning Support systems for all WHS students. 

As a Psychologist, I also have a particular interest in addressing issues around use of social media and devices and 
the impacts of this on our adolescents’ brains, self-esteem, academic development, and social relationships.

If elected, I look forward to working with the new principal and the board, supporting Waiheke High School to 
become a centre of learning excellence, at the heart of our thriving island community.

Thank-you for your vote :)

Jayme Kitiona
Kia Ora, 

Ko Jayme Kitiona ahau. 

I wish to stand for the 2022 board elections for Waiheke High School. I am a registered nurse and work as a Nurse 
Practitioner Intern at Piritahi Hau Ora and Waiheke Medical Centre. I have four tamariki ranging from 4 to 17 years of 
age and I am passionate about their education.  

My previous board experience includes Te Huruhi Primary School and Kowhai Intermediate. It would be a privilege to 
join the Waiheke High School Board and contribute toward supporting and striving for the best for our 
rangatahi/young people here on Waiheke Island. 

Ma te huruhuru ka rere te manu – Adorn the bird with feathers so it may fly. This whakatauaki depicts my vision for 
our rangatahi where they are adorned with all the facets of a quality education so that they may go on to have 
positive outcomes in their lives. This alongside my passion for education, being highly motivated and dedicated to 
promoting positive outcomes for our young people will guide me in this potential opportunity to support Waiheke 
High School progressing today and into the future. 

Paimarire.  

James Riccardo Petronelli
Kia ora koutou,

Ko te manu kai i te miro nōna te ngahere, 
ko te manu kai i te mātauranga nōna te ao. 

Literally translated, the whakataukī says ‘the forest belongs to the bird who feasts on the miro berry, the world 
belongs to the bird who feasts on education’.

Therefore, it is with pleasure that I submit hereunder my re-application for the position on the Waiheke High 
School School Board to support our Kura and our Tamariki excel in education like this whakataukī would suggest. 
The position presents an opportunity to continue to offer my extensive experience and expertise in supporting the 
board in its function of governance. 

Having been on the board for two terms and being involved in the successful appointment of our new Tumuaki, I am 
fully committed to the board to allow for continuity and stability if I am re-elected.

In a past life I spent close to a decade of being a school principal before moving into the corporate world as the 
National Business Development Executive for Education at Apple Inc. 

My personal and professional philosophy is characterised by innovation, passion, achievement and centred around 
a model of continuous improvement, attributes I believe are essential for being a board member. My qualifications 
include a Bachelors Degree and I am a fully accredited Organisational Leadership Coach. I am confident that I have 
the necessary skills, experience and ability to be continue to support Waiheke High School in this governance 
position. 

Ngā mihi nui,

James Petronelli

Nicholas Crawford
I am a current member of the WHS board. I have two children at Waiheke High School. I own a financial planning and 
investment advisory firm, based in Auckland CBD. My wife Amy attended WHS when she was growing up on Waiheke 
in the 80s!

I am passionate about helping the principal and teachers improve the opportunities for every child that attends 
WHS. I want every child to be able to achieve their full potential. I also want to help improve the reputation of WHS 
and make it the obvious first choice for every family who lives on Waiheke Island. 

I also think my financial planning experience will help with the smooth running and governance of the school, as will 
my previous board experience at Te Huruhi Primary.

Greg Ogg
I have lived, worked and been involved in our community for well over 20 years now. Four of my grandchildren have 
and are currently attending Waiheke High. I have no agenda apart from seeing our children receive the very 
best-balanced education our school can offer them. Together we can open the doors for them and given the right 
encouragement, they will do the rest.

Whāia te pae tawhiti.
Pursue your goals to 
the furthest horizon.

James Stainton
Kia ora koutou!

I have been a board member at Waiheke High School for the past year and also a board member at Waiheke Primary 
School for the last three years. COVID has had a significant impact on the education and social development of all 
NZ children. The schools that emerge from this time with a clear plan, strong leadership team and supportive 
culture will thrive and so will their tamariki.

Since joining the high school board, we have welcomed our new principal and formed a clear plan and a strong 
culture of accountability and trust to tackle the challenges ahead. I'm excited about some of the amazing things we 
have planned for the school and our children in this very unique place.

My family and I are passionate about the amazing Waiheke community and have been involved in fundraising and 
community events on the motu since moving here 5 years ago. I live in in Enclosure Bay with my wife Renee, our two 
sons Arlo and Luca, and a shaggy dog named Bodhi.

My professional experience spans more than two decades in the tech sector, from entrepreneurial SaaS tech 
start-ups to large corporate digital professional services companies. I specialise in strategy and operations and 
have experience serving on private and public sector boards. I would love to bring some of these skills to the 
Waiheke High School board as we enter this exciting new phase for the school and our tamariki.

Ngā mihi nui, James


